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FALLACIES OF EUGENICS 

One nervous and mental clinic. 

Two eye, ear, nose and throat clinics. 

One skin, genito urinary clinic. 

One gynecological clinic. 

Two dental clinics. 

In addition to the above, the health of two thousand inmates and the san- 
itation and food are cared for. 

In the preparation of this paper I have held the viewpoint of one charged 

with the responsibility of caring for apparent derelicts in a manner that would 

bring the best results to the general community, as well as to the individuals 
cared for. 

Considering all the facts as above stated, it occurs to me that all efforts 
made to bring about the reformation of those committed to our penal institu- 
tions must be supplemented by the co-operation of an intelligently conducted 
and well-equipped medical department. 

John L. Whitman, Superintendent Chicago House of Correction. 

Some Fallacies of Eugenics. — The theories grouped under the title 
eugenics are just now so enthusiastically embraced by many who are urging 
concrete action based on them that it is important that attention be called to 
the fact that these theories are largely old popular fallacies in a new dress. In 
a lecture delivered before the Federation for Child Study in New York, on 
January 30, 1913, and published in the May, 1913, number of the American 
Journal of Sociology, the late Lester F. Ward called attention to some of these 
fallacies. He said : "There has been too much interference with nature's ways. 
Man assumes to know better than nature how to guide the forces of heredity. 
He sets up artificial imperatives — the social imperative, the categorical im- 
perative — and he thereby thwarts nature in her wholesome tendencies, which 
all look to the vigor of the race. It is these manifold social and artificial re- 
straints that are bringing about race degeneracy and social decadence. There 
is serious danger that the teachers of eugenics may take a false road, and, in 
so far as they can influence human selection, may work deterioration rather 
than amelioration. * * * The present eugenics movement is one of dis- 
trust of nature, of lack of faith in great principles, of feverish haste to im- 
prove the world, of egotism in the assumption of a wisdom superior to that of 
nature. If it could have its way it would thwart and distort the spontaneous 
upward movement, and create an artificial race of hydrocephalous pigmies. 
Fortunately its power is limited and can produce only a ripple on the surface 
of society." 

Dr. Ward proceeds to point out that eugenics lays undue emphasis on the 
intellectual qualities, especially despising the emotional side of man's nature 
while nature develops all the faculties and tends to prevent extremes. It is 
strange, he says, that in the science of the well born all emphasis is laid on 
the ill born. To read eugenic literature one would infer that the majority of 
mankind are defectives, while in fact from the best statistical evidence avail- 
able the number of defectives cannot exceed one-half of one per cent of the 
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population. Brain increase, he goes on to say, is not at all the needed thing for 
the improvement of the race. "The chief evils of the world have been due to 
error, which is a product of reason. Error is in turn the result of the ignor- 
ance of man of his environment, and his consequent false reasoning about it. 
The progress of the world has been due to scientific investigation, by which the 
true nature of the environment has been made known and the error removed. 
The thing needed for the improvement of the race is therefore more knowledge 
and not more brains. * * * In the organic world competition tends con- 
stantly to keep the organism far below its possibilities of development. * * * 
Every plant and every animal possesses potential qualities far higher than its 
environment will allow it to manifest. The signal success of artificial selection 
is due entirely to this principle. The truth, however, is ignored by those who 
avail themselves of the principle. It is ignored by eugenists, who imagine they 
are adding something to the native powers of men, when all they can do at 
most is to loose the fetters with which nature has bound them. * * * All 
that the eugenist could do, if he had full power to transform human beings in 
conformity with his capricious notions of what constitutes improvement, would 
be to set free the particular elements of human nature that he should select, 
and watch the workings of those potential agencies that had been hitherto 
cramped into quiesence. But all this is nurture pure and simple. Nature is 
unchanged. The hereditary tendencies remain the same. These are beyond the 
reach of human art. It is the environment that holds hereditary impulse down. 
Man has no power over heredity. The only thing he can affect is the environ- 
ment. It is true that man can utilize the laws of heredity. But the utilization 
of any law of nature consists simply in so adjusting the environment that the 
law shall operate in his interest. * * * It turns out, then, that after all the 
discussion of heredity and the hopes hung upon the idea of utilizing it in the 
interest of race improvement, it is a fixed quantity which no human power can 
change, while the environment, which Galton affected to despise, is not only 
easily modified, but is in reality the only thing that is modified in the process 
of artificial selection, which is the essential principle of eugenics itself. All the 
improvement that can be brought about through any of the applications of that 
art must be the result of nurture, and cannot be due to any change in nature, 
since nature is incapable of change." 

Finally Dr. Ward attacks the error that supposes the lower classes, whence 
the population is being and must be largely recruited, to be inferior. "If there 
are signs of decadence anywhere they are not in the proletariat. They are to 
be found among the pampered rich and not among the hampered poor. These, 
though ill bred, are well born; their infusion into the population imparts to it 
a healthy tone. * * * So far as the native capacity, the potential quality; 
the 'promise and potency' of a higher life are concerned, those swarming, 
spawning millions, the bottom layer of society, the proletariat, the working 
classes, the 'hewers of wood and drawers of water;' nay, even the denizens of 
the slums — that all these are by nature the peers of the boasted 'aristocracy of 
brains' that now dominates society and looks down upon them, and the equals 
in all but privilege of the most enlightened teachers of eugenics." 

E. L. 
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